
  

 
 

Date of Council Work Session:  September 24, 2012 
 

TOWN OF LEESBURG 
TOWN COUNCIL WORK SESSION 

 
Subject: Pedestrian Traffic at the Intersection of Edwards Ferry Road and the Route 15 Bypass 
 
Staff Contact:  Renee Lafollette, P.E., Director of CPM  

Calvin K. Grow, P.E., Transportation Engineer 
 
Recommendation:  Capital Projects Management and the Department of Public Works recommend that 
crosswalks not be installed on the Route 15 Bypass and Edwards Ferry Road due to the traffic volume, 
speed limits, and multiple turning movements on the Route 15 Bypass. 
 
Issue:  Would crosswalks at the Route 15 Bypass and Edwards Ferry Road improve pedestrian safety? 
 
Fiscal Analysis: It is estimated that an additional safety ride bus would cost $90,000 per year to operate. 
 
Background:  Town Council requested staff to invite VDOT traffic engineers to discuss the Route 15 
Bypass and Edwards Ferry Road intersection. Topics of discussion were pedestrian safety, Safe-T Ride, 
interchange, funding potential and schedules. Jerry Pauley, Area Manager, Northern Operation Region, 
and Farid Bigdeli, P.E., Transportation and Land Use Director for Loudoun County, will be attending the 
Council Work Session on September 24, 2012. It is Town Staff’s recommendation that crosswalks not be 
installed at the Route 15 Bypass and Edwards Ferry Road intersection. The addition of pedestrian 
clearance times would cause substantial delays on an already congested roadway. Due to traffic volumes 
and speed limits, the Department of Public Works’ assessment is that crosswalks at the Route 15 Bypass 
would create unsafe conditions for pedestrians. 
 
The Virginia Regional Transit (VRT) Safe-T Ride shuttle has provided a safe way for pedestrians to cross 
the Bypass. The average waiting time for a bus was found to be 30 minutes. With the addition of a second 
bus, at an estimated cost of $90,000, the headway could be reduced to 15 minutes. If VRT does add an 
additional bus, pedestrian traffic could be reduced but may not be eliminated.  
 
The following chart shows the current ridership for the Safe-T Ride shuttle. 
 

 MON TUES WED THU FRI SAT SUN Total 
p/hour 

7-8AM 7 8 5 9 7   36 
8-9AM 12 18 9 9 15   63 
9-10AM 2 9 5 7 11 2 4 40 
10-11AM 18 21 17 18 20 4 9 107 
11-12PM 23 25 20 22 26 28 31 175 
12-1PM 15 19 18 17 21 37 30 157 
1-2PM 21 20 18 20 17 24 35 155 
2-3PM 16 21 17 20 16 37 21 148 
3-4PM 27 25 22 24 28 22 21 169 
4-5PM 21 18 15 14 20 15 10 113 
5-6PM 15 12 18 12 19 21 7 104 
6-7PM 6 10 6 7 8   37 
Total p/day 183 206 170 179 208 190 168 1314 

 
Attachments: Bridge and Pedestrian Issues and Related Research February 22, 2011 Memo 
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