
 

TOWN OF LEESBURG 
Memorandum 

 
 

To: Town Manager 
From: Capital Projects Director 
Date: February 12, 2013 
RE: Traffic Signal at Battlefield Parkway and Plaza Street 
 
Project Background 
 
The installation of a traffic signal on Battlefield Parkway between Route 15 Bypass and Route 15 
Business (North King Street) was originally added to the Fiscal Year 2011-2015 Capital Improvement 
Program (CIP).  The initial step of this project was to perform a traffic study to determine the location of 
the traffic signal (Battlefield & Plaza or Battlefield & Catoctin), and to determine when the signal should 
be installed based on traffic warrant criteria.  
 
 After the project was authorized, the Department of Public Works collected the necessary traffic and 
pedestrian counts. The study concluded that the Battlefield Parkway and Plaza Street intersection was the 
most appropriate location for the traffic signal. The analysis also indicated that the signal would be 
warranted for installation in 2017.  As a result, Town Council approved the establishment of a CIP project 
to install the traffic signal at Battlefield Parkway and Plaza, and appropriated funding for design in Fiscal 
Year 2016 with construction to occur in Fiscal Year 2017.  
 
In 2012, Public Works re-evaluated the traffic conditions at the intersection of Battlefield Parkway and 
Plaza Street. The study determined that the intersection met the necessary traffic warrants for the signal to 
be installed earlier than anticipated due to the traffic generated by Tuscarora High School.   
 
As a result, the Standing Residential Traffic Committee (SRTC) reviewed the updated traffic signal 
warrant study, and recommended that the CIP schedule for traffic signal be accelerated per the attached 
letter.  
 
Funding 
 
In the current CIP, the entire project funding is derived from Town General Obligation Bonds.  Town 
Council Resolution 2013-119, dated October 23, 2012, directed the Town Manager to request gas tax 
funds from Loudoun County in order to install the traffic signal no later than Fiscal Year 2014.  (See the 
attached November 12, 2012 letter from the Town to Loudoun County requesting $350,000 in funding for 
the traffic signal). On December 12, 2012 the County’s Transportation Land Use Committee approved the 
use of $201,000 in excess Fiscal Year 2012 gas tax funds to accelerate the project. The County also 
indicated its intent to fund the remaining amount (approximately $140,000) as part of their Fiscal Year 
2014 gas tax budget.  
 
Schedule 
 
In accordance with Town Council instructions, the project schedule has been accelerated in the draft CIP 
for Fiscal Year 2014–2019 to complete both design and construction in Fiscal Year 2014.  After the Town 
was notified that Loudoun County would fund a large portion of the signal, staff began working with its 
design engineers to provide a design proposal.  The cost for design of this project will be within the 
contract limits for our continuing services contract and will not need an award by Town Council to 
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commence design work. Staff anticipates approving the design contract and beginning design before the 
end of February 2012.  
 
The preliminary schedule for this project is: 
 
 February 2013   Begin design 
 May 2013  Advertise for Construction  
 June 2013/July 2013 Award Construction contract 
 July 2013  Start Construction 
 September 2013  Construction completed prior to school starting 
 
 
Attachments: 1) October 10, 2012 letter from the SRTC to Town Council 
  2) Town Council Resolution No. 2012-119 

3) November 2, 2012 letter from the Town Manager to Loudoun County 
4) E-mail from Terrie Laycock to Calvin Grow dated December 14, 2012 re: funding for 

the signal 
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