
Date of Council Meeting:  November 10, 2014 
 

 
 

TOWN OF LEESBURG 
TOWN COUNCIL  

 
 
Subject:  Non-partisan Redistricting 
 
Staff Contacts:  Keith Markel, Deputy Town Manager 
   
Council Action Requested:   Consider the request of Council member Hammler to adopt 
a resolution in support of non-partisan redistricting for state legislature districts. 
 
Staff Recommendation:  Staff supports adoption of the proposed resolution in support 
of VML’s policy position on state redistricting. 
 
Commission Recommendation:  Not Applicable 
 
Fiscal Impact:  Not Applicable 
 
Executive Summary:   Adoption of this resolution would show support for non-partisan 
redistricting of Virginia House of Delegate and Senate Districts and United States 
Congressional Districts in the Commonwealth.  This initiative is being led by the group 
OneVirginia202: Virginians for Fair Redistricting.   
 
The non-partisan redistricting issue is also supported by the Virginia Municipal League 
(VML). However, the organization has not taken official action to endorse the 
OneVirginia 2021 plan. 
 
Background:  At the Town Council meeting of October 28, 2014, Council member 
Hammler requested that the Town Council consider the adoption of a resolution in 
support of non-partisan redistricting for state legislature districts.  The issue of removing 
heavy partisan politics from the process of redistricting is an issue that is supported by 
VML in the 2015 Legislative Position Statement that was adopted at the VML business 
meeting in Roanoke on October 7, 2014 (excerpt attached). 
 
The group OneVirginia2021 has organized to bring attention to this issue and to support a 
state constitutional amendment that would change how redistricting is achieved.  
Currently, Virginia adjusts State Legislature and U.S. Congressional District boundaries 
every ten years, following the U.S. Census.  Although the General Assembly approves 
the revised districts, the political party in power at the time of redistricting has a 
significant advantage in deciding the composition of the districts.  The creation of “safe” 
districts utilizing impractical geographic boundaries that often favor one political party is 
commonly referred to as “Gerrymandering”.   According to OneVirginia2021, creating 
non-competitive districts can reduce voter turnout, encourage voter disenfranchisement, 
create odd-shaped districts that split communities, and prevent legislators from working 
to address significant issues in communities.   



 
OneVirginia2021has asked that localities pass resolutions in support of their redistricting 
initiative.  Their hope is that the General Assembly will pass legislation that will allow 
for a public referendum to approve a state constitutional amendment that will transfer the 
authority of redistricting from the General Assembly to an independent, impartial 
commission to apply a fair and transparent process in drawing political districts following 
the 2020 Census.    
 
 
Attachments: (1) Draft Town Council Resolution 

(2) Excerpt from VML’s adopted Legislative Position Statement  
(3) OneVirginia2021 Informational Documents 





















PRESENTED  ___________ 

RESOLUTION NO._______      ADOPTED     ___________ 

A RESOLUTION:  ONEVIRGINIA 2021 REDISTRICTING   

WHEREAS, the organization OneVirginia2021 supports the belief that Virginia’s 

historical practice of redistricting by the majority party in each legislative chamber is an outdated 

practice that stifles political competition, discourages compromise and ensures continued control 

by the party in power; and, 

WHEREAS, OneVirginia2021 believes that Virginia’s state and congressional districts 

belong to its citizens and not to any legislator, interest group or political party; and, 

WHEREAS, OneVirginia 2021 believes the redistricting process should not be a tool 

used by those in power to protect and bolster their power, but should be designed with the best 

interest of Virginia’s democracy and its citizens; and, 

WHEREAS, the need is critical to restore trust, compromise and fair competition to 

Virginia politics; and, 

WHEREAS, the Town of Leesburg, the most populous town in Virginia, lobbied 

successfully to keeps its Town Council elections non-partisan when it amended its charter to 

move its elections from May to November; and, 

WHEREAS, the Virginia Municipal League has adopted language in its 2015 Policy 

Statement that recognizes that redistricting is a political process, but supports a process that 

should be conducted with the end goals of ensuring a strong and responsive representative form 

of government that enables citizens with communities of like interests to influence to influence 

election outcomes through participation in the political process. 

THEREFORE, RESOLVED, that the Town of Leesburg, fully supports the goals of 

OneVirginia2021: Virginians for Fair Redistricting to depoliticize the redrawing of legislative 

district lines with an approach that advocates for fairness, transparency and accountability and 

keeps the citizens’ interests in mind, encourages healthy debate and participation by the public in 

the process. 



PASSED this _______ day of _______, 2014. 

            

       ______________________________ 

       Kristen C. Umstattd, Mayor 

       Town of Leesburg 

ATTEST: 

 

________________________________ 

Clerk of the Council 
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