
Date of Council Meeting:  October 13, 2015 
 

TOWN OF LEESBURG 
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

 
Information Memo 

 
 

Subject:  Battlefield Parkway and Route 15 North Bypass update 
 
Staff Contact:  Renée M. LaFollette, P.E., Director, Public Works & Capital Projects 
 Calvin K. Grow, Transportation Engineer, Public Works & Capital Projects  
 
Council Action Requested:  None. 
 
Staff Recommendation:  None. Information only.  
 
Commission Recommendation:  None. 
 
Fiscal Impact:   None. 
 
Work Plan Impact:  None. 
 
Executive Summary:  At the July 13, 2015 Town Council work session, Council requested follow up 
information on the number of Maryland, Virginia and other state license plates at the intersection of 
Route 15 North Bypass and Battlefield Parkway. Along with the license plate study, Council also 
requested an update on the “Do not Block the Intersection” and the “No right turn on red 3:30 pm to 
6:00 pm. 
 
Background:  Town Council requested follow up information to determine the number of out of state 
vehicles traveling through the intersection of Route 15 North Bypass and Battlefield Parkway. In order 
to share this information with County, State and Federal Legislators in an effort to find funding 
solutions for roadway improvements that deal with the noted capacity issues in this section of Town.   
 
Wells and Associates Inc. have completed a peak hour license plate traffic count north of the Route 15 
By-pass/Route 15 business intersection in the Town. The traffic counts were completed on Friday, 
September 11, 2015, from 6:00 to 9:00 A.M. and 4:00 to 7:00 P.M. for vehicles by direction and State 
of origin based on license plates (i.e., Maryland, Virginia, etc.).  In a six hour period of review for both 
directions of traffic, 47% of the vehicles were Virginia registered, and 39% of the vehicles were 
Maryland registered with the balance of 14% being a combination of other states. 
 
Attached are charts summarizing the six hour traffic volume data with the first chart providing traffic 
distributions and percent of total volume by State of origin. The second and third charts provide A.M. 
and P.M. peak hour traffic distributions by State and direction. 
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In addition, Town staff has also installed signage at Route 15 Bypass at Battlefield Parkway for “No 
Right Turn on Red” and “Do Not Block the Intersection”.   
 
“Do Not Block Intersection” signs were installed on east and west bound Battlefield Parkway at Route 
15 Bypass and at Balls Bluff Road.  “Do Not Block Intersection” signs had been previously installed on 
northbound Route 15 Bypass at Battlefield Parkway and Edwards Ferry Road. For westbound 
Battlefield Parkway, “No Right Turn on Red” signs were installed.  The Leesburg Police Department 
has written approximately 81 citations regarding failure to obey both the “No Right Turn on Red” and 
the “Do Not Block Intersection” traffic signs (11 days in September, 66.25 hours). 
 
Town staff and the Leesburg Police Department have observed that the signage is improving traffic 
flow on Battlefield Parkway.  However, the signage is not effective if there is an incident to the north of 
the Town corporate limits that causes a severe backup of traffic.  Once this occurs, the “No Right Turn 
on Red” signage is ineffective and the number of U-Turns at Fieldstone Drive increases significantly. 
Other times, the U-Turn movement at Fieldstone Drive is not an issue.   
 
It is important to note that if a significant traffic incident occurs to the north of Town, there will be a 
severe traffic back-up in Leesburg. None of the measures identified in this memo and no traffic 
signalization will mitigate this until additional capacity is added to Route 15 North of Leesburg.   
 
Staff and the Police will continue to monitor and analyze the intersection of Battlefield Parkway at 
Fieldstone Drive to determine if further peak hour restrictions are required (i.e., no U-turns from 3:00 
P.M. to 6:00 P.M.). 
 
Vanasse Hangen Brustlin, Inc. (VHB) submitted the “US 15 Congestion Relief Analysis Study” to the 
Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT).  The study was incomplete and did not include the 
requested information.  VDOT rejected the study and VHB is planning on submitting the revised study 
to VDOT the last week in October. 
 
Attachments: Vehicle survey results 
 TOL News Release 
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