Date of Council Meeting: October 13, 2015

TOWN OF LEESBURG
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

Information Memo

Subject: Battlefield Parkway and Route 15 North Bypass update

Staff Contact: Renée M. LaFollette, P.E., Director, Public Works & Capital Projects
Calvin K. Grow, Transportation Engineer, Public Works & Capital Projects

Council Action Requested: None.

Staff Recommendation: None. Information only.

Commission Recommendation: None.

Fiscal Impact: None.

Work Plan Impact: None.

Executive Summary: At the July 13, 2015 Town Council work session, Council requested follow up
information on the number of Maryland, Virginia and other state license plates at the intersection of
Route 15 North Bypass and Battlefield Parkway. Along with the license plate study, Council also
requested an update on the “Do not Block the Intersection” and the “No right turn on red 3:30 pm to
6:00 pm.

Background: Town Council requested follow up information to determine the number of out of state
vehicles traveling through the intersection of Route 15 North Bypass and Battlefield Parkway. In order
to share this information with County, State and Federal Legislators in an effort to find funding
solutions for roadway improvements that deal with the noted capacity issues in this section of Town.

Wells and Associates Inc. have completed a peak hour license plate traffic count north of the Route 15
By-pass/Route 15 business intersection in the Town. The traffic counts were completed on Friday,
September 11, 2015, from 6:00 to 9:00 A.M. and 4:00 to 7:00 P.M. for vehicles by direction and State
of origin based on license plates (i.e., Maryland, Virginia, etc.). In a six hour period of review for both
directions of traffic, 47% of the vehicles were Virginia registered, and 39% of the vehicles were
Maryland registered with the balance of 14% being a combination of other states.

Attached are charts summarizing the six hour traffic volume data with the first chart providing traffic
distributions and percent of total volume by State of origin. The second and third charts provide A.M.
and P.M. peak hour traffic distributions by State and direction.
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In addition, Town staff has also installed signage at Route 15 Bypass at Battlefield Parkway for “No
Right Turn on Red” and “Do Not Block the Intersection”.

“Do Not Block Intersection” signs were installed on east and west bound Battlefield Parkway at Route
15 Bypass and at Balls Bluff Road. “Do Not Block Intersection” signs had been previously installed on
northbound Route 15 Bypass at Battlefield Parkway and Edwards Ferry Road. For westbound
Battlefield Parkway, “No Right Turn on Red” signs were installed. The Leesburg Police Department
has written approximately 81 citations regarding failure to obey both the “No Right Turn on Red” and
the “Do Not Block Intersection” traffic signs (11 days in September, 66.25 hours).

Town staff and the Leesburg Police Department have observed that the signage is improving traffic
flow on Battlefield Parkway. However, the signage is not effective if there is an incident to the north of
the Town corporate limits that causes a severe backup of traffic. Once this occurs, the “No Right Turn
on Red” signage is ineffective and the number of U-Turns at Fieldstone Drive increases significantly.
Other times, the U-Turn movement at Fieldstone Drive is not an issue.

It is important to note that if a significant traffic incident occurs to the north of Town, there will be a
severe traffic back-up in Leesburg. None of the measures identified in this memo and no traffic
signalization will mitigate this until additional capacity is added to Route 15 North of Leesburg.

Staff and the Police will continue to monitor and analyze the intersection of Battlefield Parkway at
Fieldstone Drive to determine if further peak hour restrictions are required (i.e., no U-turns from 3:00
P.M. to 6:00 P.M.).

Vanasse Hangen Brustlin, Inc. (VHB) submitted the “US 15 Congestion Relief Analysis Study” to the
Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT). The study was incomplete and did not include the
requested information. VDOT rejected the study and VHB is planning on submitting the revised study
to VDOT the last week in October.

Attachments: Vehicle survey results
TOL News Release



WELLS + ASSOCIATES

September 23, 2015

Calvin K. Grow, P.E.

Transportation Engineer

Department of Public Works and Capital Projects
Town of Leesburg

25 W. Market Street,

Leesburg, VA 20176 Calvin Grow, P.E.

Re: U.S.Route 15 License Plate Traffic Counts
Town of Leesburg, Virginia

Dear Calvin:

VL

210 Wirt Streel, SW
Suite BS

Laasburg, Virginia 20175
703-443-1442

703-443-1225 rax

www.mjwells.com

Wells + Associates Inc. has completed a peak hour license plate traffic count north of the Route 15
By-pass/Route 15 Business intersection in the Town of Leesburg, Virginia. The traffic counts were
completed on Friday, September 11, 2015 from 6:00 to 9:00 AM and 4:00 to 7:00 PM for vehicles
traveling north and south on U.S. Route 15. The traffic counts identify the number of vehicles by

direction and state of origin based on license plates (i.e. Maryland, Virginia, etc.).

Attached are charts summarizing the six hour traffic volume data with the first chart providing
traffic distributions and percent of total volume by State of origin. The second and third charts

provide AM and PM peak hour traffic distributions by State and direction.

Should you have any questions or require additional information, please let us know.

Sincerely,

Christopher Turnbull
Vice President

Copy: Jack Williams, P.E., Paciulli, Simmons & Associates, Ltd

Tom Brandon, P.E., Town of Leesburg

Attached: Traffic Distribution by State Chart

Southbound Peak Hour Traffic Distribution by State
Northbound Peak Hour Traffic Distribution by State

Traffic Count Worksheet

Transportation Consultants
INNOVATION + SOLUTIONS
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Wells + Associates, Inc.

McLean, Virginia

Traffic Counts

PROJECT: Roule 15 State Count DATE: 9/11/2015 SOUTHBOUND: US Route 15
W+A JOB NO: 6620 DAY: Friday NORTHBOUND: US Route 15
INTERSECTION: WEATHER: Clear Near Tutt Lane
LOCATION: Leesburg, Virginia COUNTED BY: Luz, Eduvina
INPUTED BY: Agan
Southbound Northbound
Time Total
Period MD VA PA WV DC Other Tola| MD VA PA WV DC Other Total
156 Minute Volumes
5:00 AM -6:15 AM 140 96 9 6 0 6 257 21 38 1 2 0 5 67 324
6:15 AM - 6:30 AM 161 116 18 7 2 10 314 42 56 0 3 ] 4 105 419
6:30 AM -6:45 AM 219 134 11 7 4] 8 379 39 65 6 1 4 ¥ 122 501
645AM -7:00AM | 195 103 18 8 2 7 333 45 63 8 2 2 5 125 458
7:00 AM -7:15 AM 185 144 15 7 3 8 362 49 74 3 9 3 8 146 508
7:15 AM - 7:30 AM 134 152 18 3 4 7 318 68 84 11 9 6 7 185 503
730AM -7:45AM | 153 154 12 4 3 7 333 61 103 14 & 5 12 201 534
7:45 AM - 8:00 AM 164 155 9 7 4 12 351 63 101 18 6 7 16 211 562
8:00 AM - 8:15 AM 136 153 5 4 3 1 312 69 89 16 3 9 11 197 509
8:15 AM - 8:30 AM 143 139 5 3 3 7 300 96 95 17 8 2 8 226 526
8:30 AM - 8:45 AM 167 128 18 ) 3 100 331 76 83 11 10 3 11 194 525
8:45AM -9:00AM | 113 114 9 2 4 16 258 75 92 10 8 4 9 19| 456
4:00 PM -4:15 PM 45 139 24 20 9 4 241 121 130 13 3 2 16 285 526
4:15 PM - 4:30 PM 36 124 24 9 3 14 210] 151 112 30 11 5 24 333 543
4:30PM -445PM [ 39 135 23 1 8 10 226| 177 105 24 3 1 19 329 555
4:45 PM - 5:00 PM 46 120 12 8 6 17 209| 128 118 23 T 2 13 291 500
5:00 PM - 5:15 PM 47 154 10 ] 8 19 244| 146 126 21 T 0 18 318 562
5:15 PM - 5:30 PM 48 178 7 7 10 25 275| 162 142 18 11 1 18 352 627
5:30 PM - 5:45 PM 39 173 5 4 9 23 253 156 132 16 4 1 18 327 580
5:45 PM -6:00 PM 42 157 6 9 11 2 227) 157 147 24 12 0 12 352 579
6:00 PM -6:15 PM 34 132 7 6 1 21 21 127 183 14 6 0 13 343 554
6:16PM -6:30PM | 37 119 3 6 10 15 190| 167 151 16 4 3 17 358 548
6:30 PM -6:45 PM 39 143 8 10 14 10 224] 1417 136 21 8 0 15 297 521
6:45 PM - 7:00 PM 38 123 5 6 17 23 212 96 130 12 9 2 14 263 475
Total 2400 3285 281 165 147 292 | 6570 | 2409 2555 347 152 62 300 | 5825 12395
One Hour Volumes o o
6:00 AM -7:00 AM 715 449 56 28 4 31 1283 147 222 15 8 6 21 419 1702
|52 15 AM -7:15 AM 760 497 62 29 7 33 1388| 175 258 17 15 9 24 498 1886
6:30AM -7:30AM | 733 633 62| 26 9 30 1392| 201 286 28| 21 15 27 578| 1970
6:45 AM -7:45 AM 667 653 63 22 12 29 1346| 223 324 36 26 16 32 657 2003
7:00 AM - 8:00 AM 636 605 54 21 14 34 1364| 241 362 46 30 21 43 743 2107
7:15 AM -8:15 AM 587 614 44 18 14 37 1314| 261 377 59 24 27 46 794 2108
7:30 AM -8:30AM | 596 601 31 18 13 37 _1296( 289 388 65] 23 23 47 83 213
745AM -8:45AM | 610 575 371 19 13 40 1294| 304 368 62| 27 21 46 88| 2122
8:00 AM - 9:00 AM 558 534 37 14 13 44 1201| 316 359 54 29 18 39 815 2016
8:15 AM - 9:15 AM 423 381 32 10 10 33  889| 247 270 38 26 9 28 618 1507
B:30AM -9:30AM | 280 242 27| 7 7 26 589| 151 175 21| 18 7 20 3% 981
8:45AM -9:45AM | 113 114 9| 2 4 16 258| 75 92 10 8 4 9 198 456
4:00 PM - 5:00 PM 166 518 83 48 26 45 8B6| 577 465 90 24 10 72 1238 2124
4:15 PM - 5:15 PM 168 533 69 34 25 60 889| 602 461 98 28 8 74 1271 2160
430PM -5:30PM | 180 587 52| 32 32 71 954| 613 491 86| 28 4 68 1200| 2244
4:45 PM - 5:45 PM 180 625 34 25 33 84 981 582 518 78 29 4 67 1288 2269
5:00 PM -6:.00PM | 176 662 28 26 38 69 999| 621 547 79| 34 2 _ 66 1349 2348
15:15 PM - 6: 183 640 25| 26 41 71 966| 602 604 72| 33 2 61 1374] 2340
530 PM -6:30PM | 152 581 21| 25 41 61 81| 607 613 70| 26 4 60 1380 2261
5:45 PM -6:45 PM 152 551 24 31 46 48 852| 568 617 75 30 3 57 1350 2202
6:00 PM -7:00 PM 148 517 23 28 52 69 837| 507 600 63 27 5 59 1261 2098
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Town of Leesburg
News Release

For Immediate Release
Media Contact:

Betsy Fields, Research & Communications Manager
bfields@leesburgva.gov ® 703-771-2734

Evening Rush Hour Traffic Restrictions on Battlefield Parkway at the
Route 15 Bypass Begin on Thursday, August 27, 2015

Drivers will not be able to turn right on a red light from Battlefield Parkway to northbound

Route 15 during weekday evening peak times, 3pm to 6pm

Leesburg, VA (August 26, 2015) — Beginning on Thursday, August 27, 2015, drivers traveling westbound on
Battlefield Parkway on the north side of Leesburg will not be able to turn right on a red light onto northbound
Route 15 during the weekday evening rush hour. The no-right-turn-on-red restrictions will be in effect Monday
through Friday, from 3:00pm to 6:00pm.

According to Renée LaFollette, Leesburg’s Director of Public Works and Capital Projects, this restriction will
help control the flow of traffic on northbound Route 15 by preventing vehicles from blocking the intersection.

Leesburg Police will be monitoring the intersection and will issue warnings for the first two weeks of the
restriction. After September 10", drivers making an illegal right turn on red will be ticketed.
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