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TOWN OF LEESBURG 
 TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

 
 
Subject: Morven Park Boundary Line Adjustment 
 
Staff Contact:  Scott E. Parker, AICP, Assistant Town Manager 
 
Issue: Should the Town consider a Boundary Line Adjustment (BLA) to incorporate 
Morven Park into the corporate limits of Leesburg? 
 
Background: Morven Park is located on approximately 1,100 acres of land adjacent to 
the northern corporate limits of Leesburg. Morven Park is currently administered by the 
Board of Trustees of the Westmoreland Davis Foundation, and they are a nonprofit 
organization. Currently, Morven Park is open to the public as a museum, cultural 
attraction and equestrian center. 

In January of 2010, the Board of Trustees adopted a five-year Strategic Plan, which 
encourages Morven Park as being a hub for historical, educational and income-generating 
activities in both Leesburg and Loudoun County. This plan will serve as a guide to the 
development of the grounds, identify best use and conceptual configurations of current 
facilities, identify locations and conceptual configurations of new facilities, buildings and 
programs, and address solutions for site access and circulation. 

As part of this mission, Morven Park has determined that their existing uses and special 
events, as well as program elements within the master plan, did not fit completely within 
Loudoun County’s Zoning Ordinance. In December of 2012, the Board of Trustees voted 
unanimously, after talks with both Loudoun County and the Town of Leesburg, to pursue 
a BLA in order to be incorporated into the Town. 

As part of this effort, Morven Park and staff from the Town have been discussing the 
need to amend the Zoning Ordinance of the Town in order to formalize their uses and 
events. Morven Park staff and Town staff have been discussing a draft ordinance in a 
preliminary fashion to this point. Some of the topics that are being discussed as part of 
the request for a BLA include: 

 

• Zoning text amendment to formalize uses and strategic plan 
• Incorporation of VDOT maintained roads into the Town 
• Properties left within County jurisdiction adjacent to Morven Park 

post-BLA 
• Water and sewer 
• Access and transportation 
• Enforcement of events and traffic on and off-site 
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Next Steps:  The Board of Supervisors will need to make a public statement that a BLA 
is acceptable and that there is no objection to Morven Park being incorporated into the 
Town through the BLA process (which is a simpler, less complicated method than 
annexation). Then the Town will actively participate in the legal requirements for 
completing the BLA, including a Council Resolution and a re-mapping of the Town’s 
official boundary. While this is in the works, work can continue on the required zoning 
text amendment, which will require a Council initiation. 
 
 

 

 

 

_____________________ 
Scott E. Parker, AICP 
Assistant Town Manager 
 

Attachments: 
1. Map of Area 
2. Memo from Morven Park 
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