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ors biology student, Ms. Soli-
tario conducted a year-long 
research science project on 
“The Effect of Water Treat-
ment on the Concentration of 
E.coli” that won first place in 
Tuscarora’s Science and Engi-
neering Fair.  

Ms. Francis is a Loudoun 
County High School teacher 
who has inspired students to 
understand how the fate of 
humankind is so closely tied 
with that of the natural envi-
ronment.  She has incorpo-
rated the philosophy of “think 
globally, act locally” into her 
curriculum by exploring envi-
ronmental problems that have 
led to human disasters 
throughout history while also 

Three worthy individuals were 
recognized with the Tolbert 
Environmental Achievement 
Award in 2012 – Chiara Marie 
Solitario,  Felicity Francis, and 
Julie Gurnee. The program 
recognizes students, commu-
nity groups, and individuals 
that conduct or participate in 
activities that benefit the 
Town’s environment. Town 
Council presented the awards 
at their May 22, 2012 meeting. 

Ms. Solitario has donated over 
200 hours of community ser-
vice including recently organiz-
ing a litter clean up team that 
removed over 20 large bags of 
trash in the Balls Bluff area. In 
addition, as a sophomore hon-

providing insights into the 
local ecology.  
Ms. Gurnee is a naturalist who 
over the past 5 years has pro-
vided educational programs 
both at Rust Nature Sanctuary 
and at area schools that en-
courage students to appreciate 
nature through animal and 
plant conservation, wilderness 
survival, gardening, and arts 
and crafts.  By forming the 
“Nature ROCKS” partnership 
with the Town of Leesburg 
Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment, Ms. Gurnee has intro-
duced the wonders of nature to 
dozens of low to moderate 
income youth each summer. 
 

Tolbert Environmental Achievement Award 

Phone: 703-771-2766 
 
E-mail: igrandfield@Leesburgva.gov 

“Promoting and protecting the 
environmental interests of Leesburg.”  

Town of Leesburg 
Environmental Advisory Commission 

Award Winners (top to bottom): 
Chiara Solitario, Felicity Francis 
(on the right), Julie Gurnee 

The EAC meets the first Tues-
day of each month at 7:00 pm 
in Town Hall. Members of the 
public are always welcome.  

Have an idea or concern re-
lated to streams, stormwater, 
wildlife, plants, air quality, or 
other environmental issue? 
Please e-mail, call, and/or at-
tend one of our meetings to 
share your idea or concern. We 
are here to help. 

Some of our accomplishments 
over the past few years  in-
clude: 

 Helping the Town de-
velop a pesticide notifica-

tion program for spraying 
along Town Branch. 

 Obtaining grant money 
and organizing volunteers 
to plant trees and shrubs 
along streams and storm-
water management ponds. 

 Providing environmental 
education workshops and 
materials on lawn care 
maintenance, environmen-
tally sensitive land devel-
opment, energy manage-
ment, and native landscap-
ing. 

 Developing Town Plan 
policies to protect our 

waterways. 

 Sponsored rain barrel 
workshops for Town resi-
dents resulting in over 200 
new rain barrels to help 
with water conservation 
and stormwater manage-
ment. 

 Provision of over 1,500 
reusable grocery bags to 
Town citizens to reduce 
the demand for plastic. 

 Recognition of many 
Town citizens and busi-
nesses through the Tolbert 
Environmental Achieve-
ment awards program. 

Talk to the EAC  

It is my pleasure to share with 
Town Council and Leesburg 
residents an update on our 
continuing effort to provide 
stewardship of Leesburg’s 
natural resources. It is wonder-
ful to see how Leesburg resi-
dents and business owners 

contribute to the protection 
and restoration of habitat, 
streams and wildlife in Town. 
Every action, no matter how 
small makes a difference – 
from replacing plastic grocery 
bags with reusable shopping 
bags, installing a rain barrel at 

Greetings from EAC Chairman Neely Law 
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Inside This Edition: 

What you can do for 
Leesburg’s environment: 

 Recycle 

 Use native         
landscaping 

 Limit use of lawn 
fertilizer 

 Plant a tree 

 Buy fresh, local     
produce & meat 

 Pick up pet waste and 
dispose of properly 

     Reduce, Reuse, Recycle 

Commissioners (left to right): Joe 
Sanchez, Karen Terzian, Neely 
Law (Chairman 2013), Linda 
Shotton (Chairman 2012), Mary 
Haberl (Vice-Chair), Mike Chil-
ders, Lyndsay Welsh-Chamblin 

The EAC consists of seven Leesburg town residents, a Council liai-
son, and planning commission representative. In order to protect the 
environmental interests of the Town, we depend on the entire com-
munity’s help. The EAC raises awareness and involvement in pro-
tecting natural resources by bringing people together at “green bag” 
lunches, rain barrel workshops, streamside plantings, and other 
events. We invite you to join us as in stewardship of the Town’s 
natural resources. 

About the EAC 

your home, or advancing our 
understanding through educa-
tion. The Commission looks 
forward to continued efforts to 
work with all Town citizens to 
provide new opportunities to 
be stewards of our natural en-
vironment. 



Together with Loudoun Soil 
and Water, the EAC co-
sponsors rain barrel workshops 
in the spring each year. Citi-
zens have the option to buy a 
pre-made barrel or build their 
own at a workshop.   

Rain barrels are an economical 
and practical way for home-
owners to conserve water. Col-
lected rainwater can be stored 
for weeks and used later to 
water plants and gardens dur-
ing dry spells.  

Additionally, rain barrels re-
duce runoff by collecting water 
before it picks up sediment and 
contaminants that pollute our 
streams and rivers.   
The Town offered a discount 
of $20 on the purchase of a 
rain barrel (limited to two per 
household) to Leesburg resi-
dents as an incentive to pro-
mote water conservation.  
Leesburg citizens purchased 
over 30 rain barrels as part of 
the 2012 program.  

 

were pleased to hear about  the 
rain barrel workshops in 
Town . Others appreciated 
learning about the wide variety 
of items that can be recycled. 

The EAC distributed over 300 
reusable grocery bags with the 
slogan “Leesburg is Green” 
during the event. There were 

The EAC  hosted a booth at 
Leesburg’s Flower and Garden 
Festival in April 2012. 

Committee members talked 
with citizens about native land-
scaping, rain barrels, recycling, 
and other environmental topics 
of interest. 

Many visitors to the booth 

handouts for children too  
including coloring books, cray-
ons, notepads, and bookmarks 
with environmental tips. 

Look for the EAC booth dur-
ing the Flower and Garden 
Festival every year. The booth 
is usually near the old post 
office on East Market Street. 

Rain Barrels 

Flower & Garden Festival 

drains carrying sediment and 
pollutants into our streams.  
The EAC’s Watershed Com-
mittee developed recommen-
dations for controlling and 
filtering the runoff to protect 
local streams, the Potomac 
River, and the Chesapeake Bay. 
Over the past three years, the 
EAC and Watershed Commit-
tee have planted stream side 

buffers and a “rain garden” to 
slow and filter runoff. These 
projects were completed with 
volunteers through partner-
ships and grants saving Town 
taxpayer money.  
In the past, the EAC has also 
helped with the 
Town’s storm 
drain marking 
program. 

Stream Protection 
When it rains, water that hits 
the ground is either absorbed 
into the soil or runs off into 
local streams.  In the natural 
environment the majority of 
the rainfall is absorbed and 
filtered through soil layers. 
However, in developed areas 
like Leesburg most rainfall runs 
off quickly from roads, parking 
lots, and rooftops into storm 
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Collect and reuse rainwater 
with a rain barrel Installing the overflow valve on 

a rain barrel 

Volunteers help planting a rain garden 
at Freedom Park 

A view from the EAC booth at 
the Festival 

Low Impact Development 

The EAC’s Strategic Plan 

Green roof at Town of Lees-
burg’s Parks and Recreation 
maintenance building  

Environmental site design and 
Low Impact Development 
(LID) reduce the amount of 
runoff and helps filter pollut-
ants from stormwater.  
A core principle of Low Im-
pact Development (LID) is to 
consider rainfall as a resource 
rather than as a waste product. 
LID aims to manage rainwater 
as close as possible to where it 
falls to retain, absorb and filter 
runoff more like natural condi-
tions. This takes advantage of 
the natural filtering capability 
of soil, irrigates landscaping 

material, and recharges 
groundwater. 
LID can reduce the need for 
capital projects related to 
drainage improvement, flood 
control, infrastructure repair, 
and streambed stabilization. It 
also lowers demand for use of 
potable water for irrigating 
landscaping. 
Through the Leesburg Water-
shed Committee’s work, the 
EAC is working on recommen-
dations to Town Council to 
incorporate LID principles into 

Town development codes and 
ordinances. 
Green roofs and rain gardens 
are measures that can reduce 
stormwater runoff helping to 
limit stream erosion. 

The Strategic Plan lists four 
primary goals: 
1. Promote and support en-

vironmentally sound land 
development practices. 

2. Improve communication,  
collaboration, and educa-
tion. 

 

3. Promote environmental  
stewardship. 

4. Find the resources to fur-
ther natural resource ob-
jectives. 

 

The EAC works to further 
Town Council’s goal to pro-
vide a great quality of life for 
Leesburg residents. Our mis-
sion is to promote and protect 
the environmental interests of 
the town. The commission’s 
vision is to have a thriving 
natural environment in support 
of Leesburg’s prosperity and 
development.  
 

“When one tugs at a 
single thing in nature. he 
finds it attached to the 
rest of the world.” 

 

John Muir 
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Want to register for a rain bar-
rel workshop?  Nominate an 
environmentally active person 
or group for a local environ-
mental achievement award? 
Make a recommendation to the 
EAC on an environmental 
issue of concern in the town? 
You can do this also on the 
website. 

 

Access the web site at: 

 

Leesburgisgreen.org 

 

The EAC hosts web pages on 
the Town of Leesburg website. 
You can get agendas and min-
utes from EAC meetings, find 
environmental tips to help you 
“go green,” and even link to 
detailed information on topics 
related to natural resources, the 
environment, and conserva-
tion.  

Stay Current at EAC’s Website 

Visit the EAC page on the 
Town of Leesburg website 
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