Date of Council Meeting: April 27, 2015

TOWN OF LEESBURG
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING
Subject: Downtown parking signage
Staff Contact: Scott E. Parker, AICP, Assistant Town Manager

Council Action Reguested: Direction is needed on potential changes to the parking
signage in the downtown.

Staff Recommendation: See attachment for potential changes. Minor amendments to
the signage can be implemented within 30-60 days. Major amendments may require
another work session.

Commission Recommendation: Not applicable

Fiscal Impact: Minor changes to the existing parking signs in the downtown are
estimated at $200 or less per sign. Major amendments to the existing parking signs in the
downtown are estimated at $2,000 per sign. There are approximately 17 parking signs in
the downtown area.

Executive Summary: Town Council has requested a discussion on parking signage in
the downtown area. Some concerns have been raised that the current signage does not
adequately direct the public to available parking facilities.

As such, the following questions are being considered:

e Does the current parking signage/wayfinding color scheme blend into the
background too much? If so, is a complete redesign necessary?

e |If the current parking signage/wayfinding color scheme remains acceptable,
should minor changes be made to the signs to better distinguish public parking
options in the downtown?

Background: In 2004, the Town installed its current wayfinding sign program in the
downtown. Among the designs are various signs that relate to directions to various
parking facilities in Town including the Town Hall garage, the County garage, the
Liberty lot, the Pennington lot and the Semones lot.

As part of ongoing discussions related to downtown parking, the issue of potentially
amending existing signs to better direct downtown visitors to available public parking has
emerged. Although it has been determined that altering the graphical content (style,
colors, material) of the wayfinding signage would require Board of Architectural review
(BAR) approval, a change of wording on the signs would not require approval.
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In addition, installation of new signage that is more consistent with standardized traffic
control and directional signage would not require BAR approval. Some wording has
already been changed on some of the signs. Specifically, signs with a “P” on them have
been changed to say “Parking.” Examples are provided later in this report.

Attachments: 1) Staff recommendations for signage
2) Existing signage examples



ATTACHMENT 1

Staff Recommendations for Consideration:

Recommendation #1: Revise some of the existing signs to indicate “public” parking as
noted below:
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Recommendation #2: Install additional public parking sign as indicated below currently
in use on Loudoun Street near the County parking garage.




Recommendation #3: Council may also wish to consider other options for additional
signage as indicated below:
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ATTACHMENT 2

Existing Signage
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