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Executive Summary:  The 2015 Virginia General Assembly was in Session from 
Wednesday, January 14, 2015 through February 27, 2015.  During this short session year 
the General Assembly focused on several large items including ethics reform and changes 
to how transportation funding is distributed throughout the Commonwealth along with 
thousands of smaller pieces of legislation.  
 
Background:    
The Town’s legislative agenda was shared with our local legislators last fall at the  
Town Council hosted dinner and again at the start of the Session when Town staff 
traveled to Richmond to meet one-on-one with our legislators. Throughout the Session, 
Town staff communicated by phone and e-mail on specific legislative matters with our 
Legislators and their aides. 
 
Our legislators were supportive of the Town’s initiatives although no specific legislation 
initiated by the Town cleared both the House of Delegates and Senate.  The Town did 
advocate for and against bills that were introduced that would have impacted our 
community.  The Town appreciates the support of our local legislators who heard the 
Town’s concerns and voted to reject changes to such things as BPOL collections, ethics 
reforms that would have put an undue burden on Town officials, and procurement laws 
that would have significantly limited the Town’s ability to reach the best price when 
contracting for professional services. 
  
Following the approval of revised ethics laws, there will be new reporting requirements 
for travel and a $100 cap on gifts that officials can receive from certain persons.  The 
Town Clerk will follow up with more details on reporting travel and gifts when they are 
available.  
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The big change that the General Assembly was able to make to the Governor’s proposal 
was to ensure that all official travel paid for by the locality is not considered a “gift” for 
reporting purposes. 
 
The Town Attorney will be briefing Council in the coming weeks as to any changes that 
need to be made to the Town’s ordinances based on action taken by the General 
Assembly. This briefing  also includes a more detailed discussion regarding the new 
ethics laws that affect the Council. 
 
Attached is a detailed report created by the Virginia Municipal League (VML) along with 
the PowerPoint presentation from the regional VML meeting held in Leesburg last week.  
Please let staff know if you have any questions would like additional details on any 
action. 
 
  
Attachments: VML 2015 Legislative Report  
 VML Power Point from Regional Supper Meeting  
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