
Date of Council Meeting: August 11, 2015 
 

 
TOWN OF LEESBURG 

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
 
Subject: Appropriation to Fund Thomas Balch Library Patio Repair 
 
Staff Contact:  Alexandra S. Gressitt, Library Director 
 Bill Ference, Parks Planner 
 Jason Cournoyer, Senior Management Analyst  
 
Council Action Required: The appropriation of $12,988 from the Thomas Balch Library Building 
and Upkeep Fund to renovate and repair the brick patio. 
  
Staff Recommendation: Staff recommends Town Council approve a supplemental appropriation to 
the Thomas Balch Library budget in the amount of $12,988 from the Thomas Balch Library and 
Building Fund to cover the cost of renovating the B. Powell and Agnes Harrison Patio. (Bid attached) 
 
Commission Recommendation:  The Thomas Balch Library Advisory Commission fully supports 
this renovation as a much needed safety measure. 
 
Fiscal Impact: The current balance of approximately $142,000 in the Balch Library Building and 
Upkeep Fund is sufficient to cover the projected cost of $12,988 to renovate the patio.  If this 
appropriation is approved, the remaining balance in the Building and Upkeep Fund will be 
approximately $129,000. An appropriation from the Town’s general fund is not necessary. 
 
Work Plan Impact: Minimal. The patio repair work will be completed by an outside contractor with 
oversight by the Town’s Parks Planner (Bill Ference). 
 
Background:  The B. Powell and Agnes Harrison patio and garden was completed in 2000.  The area 
is well used by Library guests even during hours when the library is not open.  Over the last 15 years 
the patio area and stairs have degraded with loss of mortar in the steps and the sinking of the patio 
surface creating uneven areas and exposing pipe-heads.  This has resulted in a hazardous walking 
surface for an area that also serves as an emergency egress from the lower level of the library.  Blake 
Landscapes was the lowest responsive and responsible bidder for this project.  They can begin work on 
the patio within ten days of the official awarding of the contract.  Bill Ference, the Town’s Parks 
Planner will provide oversight of the patio refurbishment work. 
 
Funds have been accumulating in the Thomas Balch Library Building and Upkeep Fund from various 
donations. The moneys in this fund are invested and managed by Wells Fargo and represent 
contributions from the trust established by Edwin Swift Balch and Thomas Willing Balch in 1924. 
These funds are available for building and grounds upkeep and maintenance and can fund the repairs to 
the patio without the use of tax dollars.   
 
Attachments: 
Pictures of Existing Patio 
Blake Landscape Proposal   



Thomas Balch Library Patio 
 









  PRESENTED August 11, 2015 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 2015-______    ADOPTED ______________ 
 
A RESOLUTION: APPROVING A SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATION OF $12,988 

FROM THE THOMAS BALCH LIBRARY BUILDING AND 
UPKEEP FUND FOR THE RENOVATION OF THE B. POWELL 
AND AGNES HARRISON PATIO. 

 
WHEREAS, the Town of Leesburg’s Thomas Balch Library (“TBL”) received a bid of 

$12,988 from Blake Landscapes, Inc. for renovating the B. Powell and Agnes Harrison patio; 

and 

WHEREAS, funds have been designated in the Thomas Balch Library Building and 

Upkeep Fund for this purpose; and 

WHEREAS, in order for the Thomas Balch Library to expend these funds, the Town 

Council must pass a supplemental budget appropriation to the Thomas Balch Library General 

Fund Fiscal Year 2016 operating budget. 

THEREFORE, RESOLVED, by the Council of the Town of Leesburg in Virginia as 

follows: 

SECTION I. The Fiscal Year 2016 Budget is hereby amended and an appropriation is 

made in the amount of $12,988 for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2015 and ending 

 June 30, 2016. 

SECTION II. The Thomas Balch Library FiscalYear 2016 operating budget is amended 

in the amount of $12,988. 

 PASSED this ____ day of August, 2015. 

 
             
       Kristen C. Umstattd, Mayor 
       Town of Leesburg 
ATTEST: 

      
Clerk of Council 
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