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Information Memo 
 

TOWN OF LEESBURG 
 TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

 
Subject: Animal Shelter at County Government Support Center.  
 
Staff Contact:   Scott E. Parker, Assistant Town Manager 
 
Council Action Requested:  None. Information only. 
 
Staff Recommendation:  None at this time. Staff is currently developing the referral 
response. Since there are no details of site layout, staff’s comments will generically focus 
on the following: 
 

• Provision of site details to ensure location compatibility with the surrounding 
neighborhood. 

• Control of noise and odor. 
• Adequate access. 
• Significant buffering of the use from the adjacent residential neighborhood. 

 
Commission Recommendation: Not applicable. 
 
Fiscal Impact: Not applicable at this time. 
 
Work Plan Impact: None at this time. 
 
Executive Summary: After a search for alternative sites, the Loudoun County Board of 
Supervisors voted on March 18, 2015 to formalize a relocation of the current Animal 
Services Facility to a new facility at the Government Services Support Center on Sycolin 
Road. This facility will be located in the vicinity of the intersection of Kincaid Boulevard 
extended and Crosstrail Boulevard. This area was the proposed site of the Juvenile 
Detention Facility and has been shown on the first two submittals of this special 
exception as government warehouse and office.  
 
The addition of this new use is part of SPEX 2013-0005 which is a special exception to 
formalize all of the uses on the 672.54 acre Government Services Support Center site. 
Town staff is reviewing this special exception as a third referral. It should be noted that 
except for the addition of the Animal Services Facility to replace government warehouse 
and office, the balance of the Support Center site that is the subject of this request 
remains consistent with the uses that were reviewed and vetted by the Town during the 
County’s approval of the Government Services Support Center Master Plan in March of 
2013. 
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The special exception currently under review was put on hold by the Board of 
Supervisors in January of 2014 while a search for alternative sites for the Animal 
Services Facility was conducted. This included investigating potential co-location with 
Loudoun County Public Schools (LCPS) on the Academies of Loudoun site, and the 
potential use of existing vacant buildings within the County. After consideration of 
alternative sites, the Board of Supervisors directed that the facility be moved to the 
Support Center. The special exception has now been reactivated and includes the Animal 
Services Facility use, supplanting the general warehouse and office uses shown on the 
Government Support Services Center Master Plan.  
 
No specifics of the Animal Services facility site layout and design have been included 
with the referral. However,  County staff has indicated that the facility will be 
approximately 40,000 square foot, proposed to house approximately 90 animals, and will 
be located approximately 800 to 1,000 feet from the closest residence in Kincaid Forest. 
County staff has further stated that they are in the procurement process for a design and 
engineering firm, and details of the site will not emerge until after the site selection 
process is confirmed through the approval of this special exception.  
 
The Special Exception is tentatively scheduled for the Loudoun County Planning 
Commission in late October 2015 and the Board of Supervisors in December of 2015.  
 
Background:  The Board of Supervisors approved the Loudoun County Government 
Services Support Center Master Plan in March of 2013. Subsequent to the approval, 
Loudoun County filed special exception application SPEX-2013-0005 in order to 
formalize all of the uses at the Support Center. Previously, any uses on the site that 
required special exceptions, such as the Adult Detention Center, obtained individual 
special exceptions. The current broad based special exception application under review is 
intended to alleviate the need for multiple special exceptions on the site, saving both time 
and money.   
 
During the FiscalYear 2015 Capital Improvement Program budget deliberations, the 
Board ofSupervisors (Board) directed the County Administrator to contact the 
Superintendent of Schools and the Loudoun County Public School Board (LCPS Board) 
to review the feasibility of co-locating the County Animal Services Facility on a 119.26-
acre site owned by the School Board, designated for the Academies of Loudoun school 
facilities. In the event the co-location opportunity was not approved by LCPS, a land bay 
on the Government Support Center site was identified to the Board as an alternative 
location for the facility. This particular site was the former proposed location of the 
Juvenile Detention Facility that is currently shown on the Master Plan as general 
warehouse and office use. 
 
Department of Transportation & Capital Infrastructure (DTCI), LCPS Engineering, and 
Animal Services staff met during the summer of 2014 and developed a concept design to 
co-locate the Animal Services Facility with the Academies of Loudoun site. The concept 
was included in a report to the LCPS Board as one option for co-locating facilities on 
their property. 
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On October 28, 2014, the LCPS Board took the following action: “That the Loudoun 
County Public Schools (LCPS) School Board affirm the decision of the Ad Hoc 
Committee on the Academies of Loudoun to continue to pursue possible relationships 
with NVCC and Loudoun County Library, but not with the Loudoun County Animal 
Shelter.” 
 
Based on the unanimous LCPS Board action, County staff recommended the Animal 
Services Facility development proceed on the alternatively designated land bay on the 
Government Support Center site as discussed during the FY 2015 budget deliberations. 
 
Design of the facility was deferred pending site determination. Although no site details 
have been provided, County staff has indicated that the facility will be approximately 
40,000 square foot, proposed to house approximately 90 animals, and will be located 
approximately 800 to 1,000 feet from the closest residence in Kincaid Forest. Access will 
be provided from Kincaid Boulevard and Crosstrail Boulevard once those improvements 
are complete. County staff has also indicated that this will be a state of the art facility that 
will control any noise or odor that is created from animals housed at the facility. 
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