
Date of Council Meeting:  August 9, 2016 
 

 
 

TOWN OF LEESBURG 
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

 
 
Subject: Virginia Municipal League’s Stairway to Success Program   
 
Staff Contact:  Betsy Arnett, Public Information Officer 

Kate Trask, Deputy Director of Parks and Recreation 
 
Council Action Requested: Adoption of the attached resolution in support of early 
childhood education. 
 
Staff Recommendation: Staff recommends that the Council adopt the attached 
resolution and authorize staff to submit an application for VML’s Stairway to Success 
program. 
 
Commission Recommendation: Not applicable. 
 
Fiscal Impact: None.   
 
Executive Summary: The Virginia Municipal League (VML)’s Stairway to Success is a 
friendly competition among VML member localities that seeks to increase local 
governments’ role in early childhood education. Participants will be recognized during an 
awards program at the VML annual conference in October. 
 
Background: VML’s Stairway to Success program awards participating communities 
points for activities that promote early childhood education. Communities will be 
recognized in three categories (bronze, silver and gold) based on the number of activities 
and the number of total points. Gold status requires a minimum of 5 activities and 50 
total points.  
 
Localities can receive points for activities we are already doing, such as our “A Room to 
Grow” preschool and other classes and program aimed at preschool aged children. In 
order to achieve Gold status, the only actions required are the adoption of the attached 
resolution and the addition of some links on the Town website. 
 











 
 

 

PRESENTED  AUGUST 9, 2015 

RESOLUTION NO.   2016-                              ADOPTED      _____________ 
 
 
A RESOLUTION: IN SUPPORT OF EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION 
 
  

 WHEREAS, children’s experience in their earliest years have a large effect on their 

entire lives; and 

 WHEREAS, early childhood education can particularly help children who are born 

with risk factors, whether economic, psychological, or physical; and 

 WHEREAS, children who have access to high quality early childhood education 

programs are better prepared for kindergarten and for success in school; and  

 WHEREAS, school readiness has economic and social benefits not only for the 

children who attend these programs but for all Virginians; and 

 WHEREAS, children who are kindergarten ready are more likely to make the most of 

their educational experience; and 

 WHEREAS, a successful kindergarten experience is the start to a successful 

completion of high school and preparation for a successful career; and 

 WHEREAS, since 1993, the Town of Leesburg’s Parks and Recreation Department has 

operated “A Room to Grow,” a preschool program licensed by the Virginia Department of Social 

Services; and 

 WHEREAS, the preschool staff work in conjunction with Loudoun County Public 

Schools to identify developmental needs of the students by accessing programs such as Child 

Find and Head Start; and 



A RESOLUTION:   IN SUPPORT OF EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION 
 

 WHEREAS, the Parks and Recreation Department offers a variety of educational 

programs that introduce young children to nature, art, physical movement and science, as well as 

social and emotional development.  

 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the Town of Leesburg in Virginia 

hereby recognizes the importance of early childhood education to children’s future success in 

school and in life; and 

FURTHER RESOLVED, the Council of the Town of Leesburg in Virginia commends 

the teachers, volunteers, parents, community leaders and students involved in early childhood 

education for their contributions.  

 
 PASSED this ___ day of August 2015. 
 
 
             
       David S. Butler, Mayor 
       Town of Leesburg 
 
ATTEST: 
 
    
Clerk of Council           
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