LEESBURG BOARD OF ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW
STAFF REPORT

PusLic HEARING AND REGULAR MEETING: 16 JuLy 2012
AGENDA ITEM 6a

BAR Case No. THLP-2012-0062: Install large wall sign between the first and second story windows

Reviewer: Kim K. Del Rance, LEED AP
Address: 107 N King Street

Zoning: B-1, H-1 Overlay District
Applicant/Owner: John Voigt, Sign-A-Rama

Site Description from the 1998 survey:

An 1825 building that was a residence as late as 1975, this house was originally a two-story, 3-bay, hall-
parlor single pile plan Federal Townhouse. Enlarged since then it still is predominantly a Federal Style
and in good condition. It has a stone foundation with pebble dash stucco and a standing seam metal
roof and Tuscan columns on the front porch. The fenestration pattern was altered later in the 19"
century when the stucco was likely added. The Colonial Revival porch with Tuscan columns was likely
added in the 20" c. when the transom and sidelights were embellished.

The building sits facing east on King Street with enough setback for the porch and steps to reach the
sidewalk.

Context: This house contributes to the diversity of the Nicholas Minor section of the Old and Historic
District. Although commercial, it retains its residential flavor on the first story and it continues the
pedestrian streetscape of the historic district.

Description of Proposal:
Applicant requests to place a 16 square foot blue and off-white (sample enclosed) wall sign between the
first floor and second floor windows on the north side of the east elevation, to the right of the porch.

MCENEARNEY

ASSOCIATES

R E A LT O RS

1/2" dark blue painted mdo with appliqué of logo
(1/2" routed painted shape with vinyl applied)
and white vinyl Lettering

ONE SHOT 1581 DARK BLUE

24” x 96" (2’ x 8') equals 16 square feet
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Site Development/Zoning Issues: The Leesburg Zoning Code Section 15.9.2 C.1. allows for a wall sign
that is 1 square foot for each foot of frontage, which would allow a sign up to approximately 60 square
feet for this property based on a measurement of lot width on the Loudoun County Web-Logis On-line
Mapping System. The proposed sign is 16 square feet. However, the zoning code section 15.11.4 also
requires signs meet the Old and Historic District Sign Guidelines which limit wall signs to six (6) square
feet. Due to this discrepancy the Preservation Planner could not issue an administrative approval for the
requested wall sign.

APPLICABLE GUIDELINES
Old and Historic District Sign Guidelines

e P.3 Individual wall signs may not exceed 6 square feet (example: 2’ x 3/, 1’ x 6’).

e P.4 Wall signs must be aligned with other elements of the building, including windows and
doors, and may not be placed higher than the top of the door, excluding the trim. The BAR may
determine that the architectural characteristics of the building warrant placement of a wall sign
higher than the top of the door.

The samples of the colors submitted with the application are appropriate and similar to existing sign
colors being used elsewhere in the Old and Historic District as long, however the finish of the sign is
matte and not glossy.

SIGNS SIMILAR TO APPLICANT’S REQUEST

The applicant supplied evidence of other signs that he claims do not meet the OHD Sign Guidelines
stated above. Please see attached memo from Deputy Zoning Administrator explaining the status of
those signs identified by the applicant.

The applicant has indicated they are in discussion with their client to proved alternate sign designs,
however as of the writing of this report no alternate plans have been submitted for review. The
applicant intends to bring alternates to the meeting.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION
(Based on the BAR’s discussion at the meeting, any changes to the language of either part of the motion
should be incorporated as necessary.)

Based on the findings that the proposed wall mounted sign:
1. measures 16 square feet which is more than double the 6 square foot size maximum limitation
provided by the OHD Sign Guidelines; and
2. thesignis proposed to be mounted above the height of the door and transom contrary to the
OHD Sign Guidelines,

Staff recommends denial of TLHP-2012-0062 based on the findings above.
DRAFT MOTION

| move that TLHP-2012-0062 be denied based on the findings as stated in the August 6, 2012 Staff
Report (or as amended by the BAR on August 6, 2012).



